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SUBJECT: BOMBING OF FINANCE MINISTER S HOME 

1. SERIES FIVE OR MORE DYNAMITE EXPLOSIONS SET OFF 
PRE-DAWN JULY 30 AGAINST WALLS OF HOME ACTING V.P. MINFIN 
KAMARA-TAYLOR. NO PERSONAL INJURIES OCCURRED AND 
KAMARA-TAYLOR REPORTED TO HAVE ESCAPED UNHARMED BUT HAS 
REMAINED IN HIDING. HOUSE SUFFERED BROKEN WINDOWS BUT 
REPORTEDLY LITTLE OTHER DAMAGE IN WHAT POLICE TELL UK 
HIGH COMMISSIONER WAS BERY AMATEURISH ATTACK. 

2. ACCORDING HIGH COMMISSIONER. POLICE AS YET HAVE 

NO INFORMATION ON IDENTITY OR MOTIVATION OF ATTACKERS 
OTHER THAN REPORT INCIDENT WAS THE WORK OF A GROUP OF 
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FREETOWN QUITE CALM WITH ONLY NOTICEABLE ABNORMAL 
SECURITY PRECAUTION BEING EXTRA POLICE GUARDS AND STREET 
BARRICAEDS OUTSIDE HOME OF PRESIDENT STEVENS WHO VISIT- 
ING EASTERN EUROPE. CABINET MET THIS MORNING WITHOUT 
KAMARA-TAYLOR'S PRESENCE, REPORTEDLY TO DRAFT MESSAGE 
TO STEVENS AND ANNOUNCEMENT FOR PRESS. APPEARS BE NO 
DANGER TO AMERICANS OR OTHER FOREIGN RESIDENTS. 

3. COMMENT: INCIDENT REMAINS VERY CONFUSED. IT FOLLOWS 
SEVERAL DAYS OF RUMORS OF IMPENDING ACTION AGAINST 
GOVERNMENT BY MILITARY ELEMENTS, REPORTEDLY FIRST 
SCHEDULED FOR JULY 25 BUT THEN DELAYED, BUT THOSE RUMORS 
FOCUSED ON POSSIBLE ACTION AGAINST VICE PRESIDENT KOROMA 
AND OTHER MINISTERS. INEPTNESS OF BOMBING AND APPARENT 
NORMALITY AT MILITARY BARRACKS IN AREA SUGGEST NO ARMY 
INVOLVEMENT. ONLY PLAUSIBLE BASIS FOR ATTACK IS WHAT 
APPEARS TO BE GROWING PUBLIC UNREST OVER HIGH FOOD PRICES 
WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN EQUALIZED BY WAGE INCREASES AND 
RECENT CHARGES IN PARLIAMENT OF CORRUPTION AND MISUSE 
OF OFFICIAL FUNDS BY SOME MINISTERS. 
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